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kyng and other lordes made me good chore, and also he had
sene the boke that I gave to the kyng: also syr Rycharde
Stury had shewed hym howe I was a maker of hystories.
Than he sayd to me as hcraftcr foloweth..,,
(p. 763.) This kyng Richardc reigned kyngc of England*
xxil yere in great prosperite, hohlynu groat estate and sig-
norie: there was never before any kyng of Rnglamle that
spente so moche in his house as he dyd, by a C M. [100,000]
florens every yere: for I sir John Froissart* chanon and
treasourer of Chimay, knewe it well, for I was in his court
more than a quarter of a yere togider, ami he made me good
chere, bycause that in my youthe I was clerke and servaunt to
the noble kynge Edwards the thirde his grauntfather, and
with my lady Philyp of Heynault, quene of Englande, his
grandame; and whan I departed fro hym it was at Wynsore,
and at my departynge the kyng sent me by a knight of his,
called sir John Golofer, a goblet of sylver and gylte, weyeng
two marke of silver* and within it a C. nobles, by the which I
am as yet the better, and shal be as long as I lyve; wherfore
I am bounde to praye to God for his soub, and with moche
sorowe I write of his dethc,
18     POET AND KING
John Cower was of a good Kentish family, He was possibly a merchant;
certainly he did part of his literary work in a house within the precincts of
the priory of St Mary Overey, Southwark j within this priory he was
married in 1397* and he probably lived there until his death. The follow-
ing lines are from the first redaction of hia C$nft$$io A mantis ed.
Macaulay, p, 2; they describe the occasion which led him to compose
this book
Bot for men sein, and soth it is,
That who that al of wisdom writ
It dulleth ofte a manncs wit
To him that schal it aldai rede',
For thilke cause, if that ye rede,
I wolde go the middel weie
And wryte a bok betwen the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